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This morning we continue in the gospel of Mark. Up to this point in Mark’s gospel, we’ve had the ministry of John the 

Baptist, sent to prepare the way of the Lord; the baptism of Jesus, and as He comes up out the water, the Spirit like a dove 

descends upon Him and a voice from heaven proclaims the Father’s approval of Jesus as his divine Son. Jesus then goes toe-

to-toe with Satan as He is tempted in the desert after 40 days of fasting and praying. Jesus then goes into Galilee and calls the 

first four of His disciples as He preaches that “The kingdom of God was near. Repent and believe in the gospel.”  

 

Now today in our passage, Jesus with His first four disciples is beginning to intensify His ministry. When you think of divine 

authority, what kind of images pop into your minds? If you are anything like me, you may think of miracles, healings, driving 

out demons and some of other amazing things that Jesus did. And no question, the divine authority Jesus displayed in His 

ministry included many miraculous events.  

 

But in our passage today, Mark introduces us to another concept of divine authority as Jesus worships and teaches in the 

synagogue. When the people saw and heard Jesus, they immediately noticed something different about this man. As soon as 

He began to speak in the synagogue, they knew Jesus was “A Teacher With Authority”. 

 

It was clear to all that He was … 

I. Teaching as One Having Authority  
Let’s start with Verse 21; “They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and 

began to teach.” 

 

The first thing we see is …  

A. The Setting for His Teaching (vs. 21)  

 

Capernaum was located on the northwestern shore of the Sea of Galilee. According to scholars, Capernaum was the largest of 

many fishing towns surrounding the sea and was a thriving town with great wealth as well as great sin and corruption. 

Capernaum was also headquarters for many Roman soldiers, which brought with it heathen influences from the Roman 

Empire. Many of these smaller towns had a synagogue because the temple in Jerusalem was too far away for many of the 

Jews to travel for regular worship. The synagogues served as both a house of worship and a school. During the week, Jewish 

boys were taught the Old Testament and Jewish religion, then each Saturday, on the Sabbath, the Jewish men would gather to 

hear prayers, the Scriptures read, and an interpretation from a scribe or a rabbi. Because there was not a permanent rabbi or 

teacher, it was customary for the synagogue leader to ask visiting teachers to speak. This is why Jesus often taught in the 

synagogues of the towns He visited.  

 

Moving on, let’s take a look at …   

B. The Magnitude of His Teaching (vs. 22) 

  

Verse 22; “The people were amazed at His teaching, because He taught them as One who had authority, not as the 

teachers of the law.”    
“The people were amazed at His teaching” literally means the people were “astounded or astonished.”  

 

They were completely amazed by Jesus’ teaching because He taught them as One who had authority, not as the teachers of 

the law. When Jesus begins to teach, the people quickly learn that His teaching is totally different from the kind of teaching 

they are accustomed to. Every week either a rabbi or a scribe would open the Scriptures to teach the people. But this Sabbath 

day, Jesus is doing the teaching. 

  

The scribes, who for the most part were Pharisees, loved to quote well-known rabbis to try to give their words more 

authority. But now as Jesus begins to teach, it was just the opposite, He taught them as One who had authority. 

But why wouldn’t He? After all, Jesus is the Son of God – He not only knew exactly what the Scriptures said and meant. 

Christ is the ultimate authority of the Scriptures. 

 

In Colossians 1:15-20, we see the supremacy of Christ;  

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven 

and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created 

through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the 



church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 

things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.” 
 

Jesus is the ultimate authority. Before we get to any of the spectacular events that are to follow, we see that as Jesus teaches 

the people, they quickly recognize the divine authority contained in what he is saying. Mark’s first example of divine 

authority is the accurate and faithful handling of Scripture. Divine authority begins with the divine Word of God. 

Look at some of these examples of Jesus’ teaching recorded in the Gospel of Matthew – 

  

Matthew 5:27-28; “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’
 
 But I tell you that anyone who 

looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”  

 

Matthew 5:38-40; “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ But I tell you, do not resist an evil 

person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. And if anyone wants to sue you and take 

your tunic, hand over your cloak as well.”  

 

Matthew 5:43-44; “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute you,”  
 

The people had never been exposed to such amazing teaching. When Jesus preached the Word, the Truth, He was clear and 

painfully direct in His application. What an awesome lesson this must have been to His four new followers of  fishers of 

men. They could see and learn from His example of how genuine He was, how passionate He was and compassionate He 

was. They saw how Jesus handled God’s Word, clearly proclaiming it, truthfully and accurately. Every time Jesus opened His 

opened His mouth and spoke; all who were present were filled with awe and amazement.  

 

Is that same thing true for you & me? Every time we hear or read the Word of God – Are we filled with awe and amazement?   

Think about the reaction of the listeners here in Mark 1 to the One, Jesus, who spoke with authority and conviction. 

Do we have that same kind of reaction? That is where we should be as listeners and worshippers every time Jesus’ message is 

heard or read – Because we are hearing and reading the very Word of God! – Amen? Amen!    

 

Do you ever find your mind wandering during your quiet time as you are reading a familiar passage and think, “I know what 

this is about; I’ve read this passage several times before.” Our familiarity with the words of Jesus should never lose its awe 

or lull us into complacency. Jesus’ teaching is the same today as it was when He spoke that very first time in the synagogue, 

and His teaching has the same power and authority today and throughout eternity. – That has not changed. May you and I 

never growing tired of being inspired and awed by the truth of Jesus’ teachings and the holy Word of God. Amen? Amen!  

  

But it wasn’t just the magnitude of His teaching that Mark wanted to show us.  

 

Jesus’ authority is shown through His miraculous works of healing, and driving out demons, and as a result He was also …  

II. Teaching as One Showing Authority  

 

Look at Verse 23-24; Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, “What do you want 

with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 

 

Jesus doesn’t waste any time showing …   

A. The Power of His Authority (vs. 23-26) 

 
Right in the middle of the awesome teaching of Jesus comes an outburst from this man who is possessed by an evil spirit. 

The Greek here is literally “in a spirit, an unclean one.” As the evil spirit cries out, he is aware of two facts –  

First, he knew Jesus had come to destroy them (and their power). 

Second, he knew Jesus was the Holy One of God. 

Let’s unpack more if we can… 

The evil spirit cried out, “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? The light of Jesus’ teaching was too much for the 

darkness of evil that gripped this demonized man. When the Light comes, darkness and evil can longer hide – it has been 

exposed and the evil spirit cries out.  

 



During Jesus’ time, if one called out an unknown person by their proper name it was believed to be a way of gaining control 

over that person, which is exactly what the evil spirit was attempting to do when he says, “What do you want with us, Jesus 

of Nazareth?”  Rather than being submissive to Jesus, this was an all out effort of war in a frantic attempt to bring the Lord 

under his power. Essentially, what the demon is saying here is; - You have no business with me Jesus; Go away!  

This man is totally under the rule of evil and he wants absolutely nothing to do with Jesus. He was “possessed by an evil 

spirit” – He was absolutely helpless as he was under Satan’s power until Jesus enters the temple, and now a spiritual war is 

about to take place. So the evil spirit cries out; “Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of 

God!” 
 

Look at this – it’s the evil spirit who recognizes and knows who Jesus is. – “I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 

While the people in the synagogue were amazed at Jesus’ teaching and wondered who could this man could be; the evil spirit 

knows exactly who Jesus is, – the Messiah – “the Holy One of God!” The evil spirit knows the power of Christ, the power of 

Light that overpowers darkness and evil. Therefore it was going to do everything possible to break down Jesus. 
 

But the truth is and the truth reigns; Jesus’ authority is infinitely greater than Satan’s; where Jesus is present, evil spirits 

and demons cannot remain. Notice this man in our passage says “us” as he says; “What do you want with us, Jesus of 

Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? The evil spirit in this man is speaking for all evil spirits and demons when he says 

us because the truth is, all evil spirits and demons recognize Jesus is the Messiah – “the Holy One of God!” Just like their 

master, Satan, who had tried taking down Jesus in desert and failed – the evil spirit would try and fail as well. Mark is 

establishing Jesus’ credentials here by showing that even the spiritual underworld recognized Jesus as the Messiah – “the 

Holy One of God!”     
 

And look at how Jesus responds in verse 25; “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” Again we see the authority 

of Jesus. He simply and sternly commanded the evil spirit; “Be quiet!” – “Come out of him!” And in Verse 26; “The evil 

spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek.”   “Be quiet!” – (literally in the Greek, be muzzled) 

This is the same muzzled used elsewhere in Scripture for muzzling an ox (1 Cor. 9:9; 1 Tim 5:18). Mark uses this same 

Greek for “muzzled” in Jesus’ command to stilling the storm that is recorded later in his gospel in Mark 4:39. 
   
Then Jesus commands; “Come out of him!” – Immediately, without and recourse, the evil spirit had no choice but to submit 

to the higher authority of Jesus Christ. The man was immediately racked with violent convulsions as he rolled on the ground 

and the people watched with utter jaw-dropping amazement as the evil spirit came out of him with a shriek.”  Not only did 

the evil spirit know who Jesus was, he also knew that he was totally helpless in the presence of Jesus.  
 

 James 2:19 says; “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that–and shudder.” 

What makes the evil spirits and demons shudder? What makes the evil spirits and demons shriek?  

They shudder because they know who Jesus is. They shudder because they are terrified of Him. They shriek because they 

know where they are going. They are very much aware of the eternal fire that is for Satan, his angels and demons that Jesus 

refers to in Matthew 25:41.  Evil spirits know why Jesus has come. They know He has come to destroy them. They also 

know the battle is on – they intend on taking as many with them as they possibly can. They also don’t want to expose 

themselves. They want to operate in darkness. That is why they will try and make their way into places of worship.  
 

Look at our setting – This man in our passage today was in the synagogue, a place of worship. We would be naïve to believe 

we would be sheltered from evil in the churches today. Satan is more than happy to invade our presence wherever and 

whenever he can. That is why is so critical for us as followers of Christ to pray and call on the authority of Christ.  

As we said earlier, Christ’s authority is infinitely greater than Satan’s. Where Jesus is present, the enemy cannot stay or have 

any part. To silence the evil spirit was not enough. Jesus came to free this man possessed by the evil spirit. This hopeless 

man, who had rolled on the ground in convulsions in the dust and despair, now rose back up on his feet in front of them 

healed - healed to wholeness, joy, and peace.   
 

What we see from this encounter is without any doubt that whenever the authority of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is invoked 

in preaching or teaching, there is a violent confrontation with those evil spirits who possess men’s souls and rule their lives.  

The question for us this morning is...  Who or what is your enemy? What habit, what sin, what fear plagues you, saps your 

courage and energy? What is it that has you beaten down, enslaved? Whatever it is, it cannot withstand the authority of Jesus 

Christ and His Word. When you give these battles to Him, the complexion of the war changes – the enemy is on the run.  

When you stand close to Jesus, these enemies can’t have the last word and can’t push you around. When you turn to Christ, 

He can free you from any evil that has you trapped or enslaved in bondage.  In Jesus, we have – Amazing Grace – My Chains 

are gone! In Christ, we are free! 
 

“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed!” (John 8:36) 



 

Not only do we see the power of His authority – now let’s look at …  

B. The Reaction to His Authority  

 

Verse 27-28; “The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching—and with 

authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him.” News about him spread quickly over the whole region of 

Galilee.” 

 

Jesus spoke and the evil spirit obeyed – and our passage tells us “the people were all so amazed that they asked each other, 

“What is this? A new teaching—and with authority!” The people had just witnessed the showdown between Christ and the 

enemy, of which there had never seen the likes of anything like this before. There was a total awestruck among them.  

The people called the teaching of Jesus new—and with authority.” Compared to the dry sermons they usually heard from the 

scribes or rabbis, Jesus’ teaching challenged them – convicted them – encouraged them – Jesus spoke with authority.  

Surely – This man would be someone to watch closely. 

  

Verse 28 tells us “News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.” 

The people who left the synagogue that Sabbath day had witnessed an authoritative and captivating new teacher with 

unheard-of power. – His name is Jesus of Nazareth. The “news about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.” 

Jesus received exactly the reaction he intended. The people heard the teaching of the Kingdom of God and witnessed a 

miracle healing and their response was one of total awestruck at the authority and the power of Jesus. This brings us to our 

final question – How about you? Have you given Him authority over your life? Have you surrendered and come under the 

rule and authority of Christ in your life?  

 

As Jesus is preparing to ascend to heaven, He leaves His disciples with these words in  

Matthew 28:18; “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”  

 

If you and I wish to communicate the life transforming truths of the Kingdom of God in our walk and our talk, we must 

surrender to Christ’s authority in our life. 

 

His divine authority!  

 

Kent Hughes states;  

“We need not so much to possess the message, but rather let the message possess us.” Then, the authority and rule of Christ 

will reign in your and my lives. And when God reaches down and the miraculous happens, we know exactly who to give the 

glory to.  

 

All praise and glory to our Savoir and Lord, Jesus Christ; whom all authority in heaven and on earth has been given! Amen.  

 

Amen!  

Let us pray.  

 


